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Backpain anmng wumen is, a symbul of the social insult mﬂ.lc[ed

upon women's. bodies in a'variety of ways throughout their lives, WS§-2

Puberty 'P:Ia:ks ﬂae:i;;tfl;isi_ﬁdat_ib'q of domestication, of the often bitter,
training in the’ multiplé forms of renunciation which-girls as future
wives will have to prove themselves capable of. In these circumstances,

whiat sort of dialogue do mother and’ daughter manage 10 cstabhsh

.. between themselves? Is a new model of behaviour coming into being?

How does it differ from and how is if Imked to'the' ald? T IR

Fear of pregnancy, though the greatest h‘urden of a womns :mmmn&!
life, is not treated as a social question, Instead pregnancy and abnrtmn
have become just a Tittle affair of the ) women, !mrth httlc A

more than a joke. A study in China..

v Any attempt tﬂmdersmnd:hlmieand statusufwcrmen:n i
.cognisance of women’s telationship ;
with their bodies. Mowhere is th: myth of women's biological inferiority.
.50 forcefully demonstrable as in spcrris And nuwh:rt can it be as :
._-effecuw]y demolished, . o

socio-history, must take

,‘.._.J__ A

- WS-15

Womcn have dealt with the' lejLing and mnﬁmng spaces available to

=2 ‘them: “physically or ideologically, either by enduring them or by trying
“to brea]c out of them' or, mca.smnal]y. by extending them thmugh .
 creative encounters. Thumri is the limited space of women in the world -

of Indian clasm_cal ruus:c wh:ch they hn'.'e enm;:hﬁ:l in

thls manner.

WSs-31

- ‘Wisibility" can be as’ prcblemauc as ‘m\rmhﬂity‘ from the pumt nf view
"~ of women. Representations' of women: often reflect the

 ‘commoditisation’ of women and the “tropising’ of the feminine, wlthm
" an overall cultural context that i is both homogenising and hegemonising.

A study of the fmmne 1denr.1t3r in Indian ‘caleéndar art"' Ws-41

Cu'u'rting Fureig;':i Camtal_

The right-ward drift of economic
policies s continuing.” Following -
closely on the 1990-91 budgetfhas

“oome the mriusmr minister’s '

promise of a new indastrial pﬂh::‘_lr

“which will, ~among other things, -
. dilute the existing regulations on
4 foreign’ direct investment.- - 7921
-~ The trends-in the overall flow of -
- - ¢redit-to the LDCs make it clear
" that India will find it increasingly

difficult to secure the rising levels

"of extérnal finance required to

meel its current account

~deficits. 04

Hunting Dalits

The common feature of recent
cases of massacre of Dalits in’
Bihar is the colliusion of lee

- Congress(l) and: the lncal
adnumstmﬂn:n. # 911_

Envimnmﬁntallst:s’ Casef

Environmental movements in Ind.Ea,:

have tended to have a mainly
negative image—or, at best, a

‘romantic image of simple-living
. Gandhians and hercic defenders

of the tribal victims nf
mdustna.hsauon A rml:w of an
impaortant attempt 1o gct bcyun:;s .

~this impasse SREALRG 3

- Green politics of various shades
significantly influenced voters'

choice in the recent federal
elections in Australia. 937

'Humg-gMndg Crisis

-The frightening developments in
}Eashmnﬁ are nnﬁmlar w#;i‘ﬂw“ !
.-doing. The: government of - ;
-~Pakistan would have been-a dmn:
“entity: were-it: not. 1o 11y to take ]
rsome advantage of the situa:ion,-lt #2
is mot,; however,-a ma,tn-r WL
detenmmng fa-;tc-r in: all that is 0. 4t
happr.mng.- demfuin s svesastl 907 e

The prl.mt‘, mm:stm: ha.s assurtd
p»a:hament that th-n: Natmn&l Front
government does rm; pmp-nse, to

-epeal Article 370. But this is not

- merely a matter of goodwill. The_
.Constitution. of India does not
--allow the government in Mew, .

Delhi to umlama]jy ahmgale M
Article 370.. ; & .. 932

‘Education and Illtquﬂltl}’

‘The number of private colleges:
“has increased: rapidly in Kerald. A
“'gtidy of the’ c‘hangu: in the patm‘n
“'and trend of financing of private
~colleges and of ‘the relationship
“between the manner of financing
a.nd acadmuc standards 2

Hﬁw much dm :-umme Vary

-, among persons of comparable

“educational quahf' cations? To. ..

.-what extent does inequality of per.; - '

capita t’alrulgr income: differ from ..
that of income. earned by- -EATTETS
mdmdually'? Haw do d]ff“erencts
in level of lmng relate 1o
differences in per capita family
income? 955

WS-19




Shades of Green in Austrahan Pnlmcs

Arlf.l Salleh

Green is the buzz word in Australia nght now. And green pm‘mcs
of various shades has mﬂuenced voters cha:ce in the re::enﬂy hefd

federal elections. = . . il

THE M:w ‘H:rrk Trmr.-; htad!me fcr
March 25, ‘Deadheat in-Australia‘as Con-
servatives Grow? could not have been fur-
' ther off mark:~With: a.llwﬁ on edastern
Europe; its early promise now hacl@lldmg
fast, the Anstralian political scene has just
-aundergone & quiet revolution.’ The' 1990
Federal Election has confirmed the demise
of the monolithic two party system of
Liberal (conservatives)’ and Australian
I..abﬂm Party (middle-of the road). The
reason is the nse of green politics Down
Under—and has an interesting con-
figuration. But first, the elections: acliff-
hanger while the preferential system: runs
its course, ‘Meanwhile;” ‘Labour -prime
minister.. Bob: Hawke' heads-up-a “care-
taker’ government, and:Liberal Opposi-
tion Leader-Andrew Peaoock E.IIIID‘EJS'}"
treads.air, - -

As pundits predtcted a'slim w:tu: ¥ for
the ALP, Hawke's nightmare was a hung
parliament, with Labour holding 73 seats
and :Liberals. 73, -giving two' new in-
dependents the balance .of power. And
who were the independents threatening to

- break into the Lower House? None other.
than anti-nuclear -campaigner Helen
Caldicott, and Ted Mack, former mayor”
of Australs,as most, educa.ted electorate,
North Sydney. Both are .committed
greenies. There was sweet irony. in this
eventuality. Caldicott back from the US,
had thrown herself into building a green.

as far as party pre-selection for the seat
of North Sydney. A choice which set her
to run against Mack. Then Labour’s
backroom boys managed to ditch the
outspoken Caldicott almgﬂher So’ she
retired to the north coast NSW dmp-nrul _

belt where she was persuaded to run in-
depmdmt As preferences come home,

.....

Calidicott is not as safe as first seemed.

Labour’s number-crunchers are smiling

again; but Mack is in. Thé idea of greens

‘holding power is nof new in Australia. *°
' Last year, five Green Independents led by *°

-the charismatic wilderness fighter Bob~
Brown, formed ‘a’ coalition  government
with ‘the ALP in-the island state- of*

Tasmania. - For sure,: they ‘wére” helped ~
alonig by the-state's unique Hare-Clark

proportional representation system, but it
was not only that. Seen as bearded-vego-
freaks in the 70s, the Greens’ credibility
score now jumped to an astounding 20 per
cent of the vote. The other historically
significant thing here, is that this tiny
island also spawned the woorld's first green

party—the United Tasmania Group—in. ...
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March 1972, one month before va
Zealand s Values Party em:rged

~Grgen 15 the buzz word in Austmha
right now. The global warming scare broke
into the public imagination in 1988 with
help from' the government's- showpiece
think-tank—Commission for the Futiire.
Tipically bereft of theoretical analysis, the
commission backed a series of travelling
workshops called ‘Greenhouse 88" The
emphasis being on profitable hi-tech solu-
tions, even ‘Greenhouse 88" itself was
pushed like a‘glossy commodity. At the
‘same  timie, the real struggle: between
conservation . versus’ government and
‘dévelopmentalists’ plodded on”
*“In-recent ‘days, the Wesley Vale:com-
munity won ont against's toxic Canadian
inspired paper mill; biit Harris-Daishawa's
wood chips for Japan are steadily ‘eating
into native forests along Australia’s east
coast. Virgin‘beaches at Cape York “dre
proposed for an international rocket pad.

The entry -of US" nuclear ' ships to
“Australian ports-is'still a-hot issue; and

35 secret” US-strategic ‘Communications

_bases dot ‘the lucky country’ as it is cal-

led. Uranium travels from Roxby Downs

‘to"a nuclear fuel cycle-feeding Frénch
_bomb tests in the South Pacific. Sewerage

pollution has killed the famous Bondi
Beach.” And - genetic: z:ngmaenng is a
headache. During the campaign, the

.. Japanese  hi-tech -enclave® or - Multi-
- ginger group inside the ALP. She even got

Funmoan'ahs :dea gnt mryhady
ruf'ﬂf.d

The fuling ACLP certanﬂ}r r_ned hard to
win the' green vote: Ini the fun- -up, slight-
ly “born-again’ minister for environment

‘Graham Richardson, found healthy grants

{ ‘or the conservation lobby, And t]:us say
the Liberals, assured that green voter
preferences would be directed at Labour.
ane minister Hawke even macle a'date
to visit Antarctica with Jacques Cousteau,
which fooled nobody after his shady com-
promise with BHP-over gold mining in
Kakadu National Park—Croc Dundée ter-

“ritory. *Wets' in the Liberal Opposition,

like environment shadow sénator Chris

“Puplick, were openly tiled by ALP suc-

cesses.  Meanwhile, the Liberal’s ‘new
right' faction was beating up the issue of
‘foreign debt as the ‘real" crisis. Feather-
light on. policy, the Liberals ‘were carried
through the electoral campaign by leader
Peacock’s reputed sex-appeal.

The Hawke government initially came
to power in 1983 with a smar. but cynical
electoral strategy, stealing the middle-
ground away from the private enterprise

1990

‘council

L:rbem!s “while’ dumpmg its Lradnmnal

Evi'wr_:rlcmg—w:];ass base. “With many Austra-

ligns “still* réeling “over what s “TIOW
recognised as a CIA: aumormuﬁpmm of
the Whitlam Labour government in 1975,
the ALP left ‘constituency ‘was ‘deeply
disaffected by Hawke's tack. Some gave
themselves “over to. dmlnmng a green
political: force, ‘others’ drifted into ex-
perimental - coalitions with, an almad‘_l.r
splintered socialist camp, ~ 7~

More cautious ALP defectors joined
the Austmllan Democrats, a small centre
party born in ‘the n:mi-‘?ﬂs as a Liberal
breakaway group with an anti-nuke, pro-
ecology, human rights and small business

‘complexion. The Democrats attracted

talented and uncompromising individuals

like John Coulier and their leader Senator

Janine Haines, In‘a bid to move across to
the Lower House, Haines has: 3usf Jost out.

But there have been massive swings to
Democrats, dnubhng their ‘vote around
the country, espécially in Labour’s pro-

blem states of Victoria and Western
Australia."With at least seven Senate seats
and maybe nine by the close of count; this

‘team whu consider themselves Australia’s

first green party, will operate as a potent

third force in Canberra, holding *the

balance of power in the Fadcral Upper
House, '

The crucial point to note though, is that

iit-is Democrat and ' Green - preferences

which have been the determinate factor
for all parties in the 1990 election. Peak.
lobby “Organisations—the
Australian ‘Conservation ' Foundation
(ACF) ' and “Total’ Environment Centre
(TEC) have always favoured the ideo-
logically- safe ‘Democrats* and “Green
Independents. This approach known as
the Green Electoral Network (GEN), cost
the New South Wales Liberal state govern-
meént control of its: Upper Chamber:in

“1988. In the Tun-up to the 1990 election,

the lobby hit ‘Politicos with an in-depth
environment questionnaire published the
results, then advised their constituency:
Vote' Democrats first; with preferences to
Greeris and- .lndepcnde'ms next; then
Labour; Liberals and their rural-based
Matibhal Party bedfellows last.- The
MNatiorals are all but washed up; but cor-

Tuption ‘inguiries “in the' ‘state “of

Quc:nsland hclped that bﬂ of lusmn.r

~Ther: were uther shades at‘ green run-
ning ‘'on March 24 too; and shades of red
and ‘green.. . ‘one of the things holding
back' a unified' national gréen party in
Australia has been-GEN's reluctance to
collaborate with green organisations that
contain socialist elements, Al large part of
the ' problem is the Trotskvite ‘Socialist
Workers'' Party,' renamed Demiocratic
Socialist Party sifice glasnost! The oppor-
‘Tunist én‘mst tactic of ‘the old SWP had

it infiltrdte every: -activist' group that ap-

peared”on'thetscene It led’: to -the
‘dramiatic “fracture = of . the " Nuclear
937



Dmsarmamem Part_'n,r in-1985 with resigna-
tion of WA peace senator Jo Valentine, a
Quiiker. ‘Electoral asset, rock star Peter
Garrett, also stormed but. Idol fmm the
ba_nd M1dm5ht Oil , and “author . of a
teenager’s guide to the future. Garrett.is
currently waiting in, the wings as ACF
‘president. ‘ir’zlenun: Iu-nk.s set, 1o- re-enter
the “senate .in. 1990 .as a. WA Green.

Mlscellaneous DSP and NDP candidates
have picked up the odd hun{ired or so
votes.

Again 1988 marked the m;usy depa.rturc
of NSW senator Irina Dunn from the
‘NDP_over her substitution for “senator
Robert Wood, who had been dlsqua.hﬁed
from_parliamrent over an immigration
mchmr:aluy The tmublc Was st:nad up by
a  defeated ‘moral - majority’. call to
Au;:ralua Party candidate. This time Dunn
stood as an Environment lndependem
but appears not to have retained her seat.
Wood also fades out. Plainly, the green
vote is seriously split i in the Iargest ﬂa!e
NSW. 2

Two more. NSW lises, The Graens and
their_own breakaway, The Greens, also
tested the water on Mﬂmh 24. The Greens
were initiated and remain controlled by
Hall Greenland and a nucleus.of Pablo-
inspired Trotskyites, éxpelled from Labour
in 1984, They act as a continual abrasion
to what remains of the local Left ALP.
S[andmg candidates in 1984 and 1987, and.
running . with urgamsatmnal assistance
from SWP cadres, they got 5 per cent and
1 per cent of votes respectively. While in-
ternal matters like declsmn-makmg pro-
cedure and gender parity were still sha"k:.r,
the Greens turned cntrgn:s outward ‘in
1939 -:ffermg use of their registered name
to regions, along w1th entry to a Green
Alliance. They were joined-by the Redfern
Aboriginal Land Council, parts .of the
northern NSW. hippie community, and
some interstate folk. Green Alliance’s big-

gest electoral shomr,tg so-far is 11 per cent
in the seat of Sydney for the House of
Representatives. _

One. red/green presence whu dld not
contest -is - Jack Mundey, ex Svdney
Builders Federation founder of .the
famous Green Bans—a union strategy
that brought rampant city development to
a standstill in the early 70s. He has been
reconstructing his power base with a
freshly constituted Communist Party of
Australia gutfit known as the New. Left
Party. Mundey sees his role as a bridge
between ecological common sense and an
increasingly consumerist trade union
movement. Ideologically hot too far away,
stands :-the . Rainbow Alliance—
pro witha tmhnomanc, M:lfans[
éesg.mnalshm‘.“ their recent decision not
to become a party, Rainbow offered
research papers on economic reconstrue-
tion, etc, to help other greens with policy.

While theorists such as Galtung, Capra,
and numerous eco-feminists see green
politics as a reclamation . of ‘feminine

938

values', there 1s little consciousness of this

social. dimension ‘in’ Australia;’ Under
pressure from a growing body of women
members, the powerful Australian Coun-

cil of den: Unions (ACTU) Conference.

set up an Environment and Sustainable-
Development Sub-Cumnuttee in 1989,
‘And every week, an ‘enormous ground- -
swell of women give labour, time and
money to-peace, wilderness and-neigh--
bourhood environmental campaigns.. But
the cultural logic that ties feminism and
-ecology together is poorly understood.
Predictably, most ‘alternative’ . green
leaders are men, some re- c_vclmg them-
selves from SDS da:.rs. Even in. non-party
organisations .such- as.-the. Wilderness
Saciety, wm-thnds of waorkers are women,
~yet chair and spﬁkcspersun roles are taken
by men. ‘

As Sarah Pa_rkm rmtﬁ in her ready-
reckoncr compendium of international
_green developments, Green Parties {IQS?],

_Auslraha is a country where matmh:p is
‘the going ethos and “tall poppies’ quick-

ly cut down.to size. Female tall poppies
get-an espema]]y hard time of it. The

-feminist movement at large has sta}'ed

away from the greens, tied up as it is with
rear-guard struggles for affirmative ac-

tion,: housing and child care. Left out of ™ -

the . -famous - Labour - Accord between
government, business, and unions, women
and children are Australia’s new poor.

-Some are. now wondering whether - a
_wmn -nspan:-r is mot the next lug;.cal step.

* Yet womern are by-passmg electoralism,

 iThe Adelaide direct action affinify collec-

tive Women's Environmental ‘Action Net-
work Group (WE NAG) is Iypmﬂ] “Fhey
agitate on everything from dioxin intam-
. pons to US military installations like Nur-
_ rungar. Others move to rural communities
working at permaculture farming, natural
healing - and bio-régional - networking

—~through -the-Australian—Association ' of

Sustairiable Commiunities, Here, pulx.lcs
via parliamentary Fepresentation is seen
as an historically obsolete form. ‘Symp-
= tomatically, no'green electoral group has
- tussled with the key contradiction between
glc]:aiﬁunrwal versus dependence or an
mdusma] economy. - All party: political
voices in the land of Oz remain refunmst
ones. .

- No doubt  Australia’s gmeﬂ e!emnn
fever was whipped along by the spate of
-green.consumer-guides that stacked. the
bookstores. last:Christmas.- But intellec-
tuals have had their influence too. ‘Ted
Trainer’s Abandon A ffluence! {1987) and
Bill Mollison's Permacuiture (1989) are ex-

amples; .while: Drew: Hutton's Green
. Politics in Australia (1987) put together
-essays.on the Green Bans, eco-feminism,
Aboriginal perspectives and ethical invest-
ment. Important questions—for nothing
will be more destructive to the real ‘green
revolution’, than thoughtless absarpuun
by the electoral machine. For the im-
mediate- future, however, Al.:str:al:lanshave
‘no, worries mat:" i ;

Geneﬁl Editor: Mhuk Hltra :

. and Other Emerging Nations
by Nirmal Kumar Chandra
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':'-SAMEEKSHA TRUST BOOKS
i fSelediuns of articles. from Ecnnnm.l‘l: .lnd' H:lﬂﬁrlf ll-hek]y

The Retarded Ecunomles
" Foreign Domination and. Class Heiaﬂuns I'n I:tdia

1 Why is it that while the former colonies and semi-colonies have erneraed as a major force
in world palitics over the last four decades, their economies in most cAases remain retardad?
The first part aof th:s volume focuses on the e:-a:hansﬁ between the poor and Ihc rich
nations. Did western aid, private capital and temmlugy really help. India, or was it the

| . -other way round? Granting that both sides made some gains, did the USSR derive undie -

| - advantage through its bilateral trade and aid transactions with the third world? Can the
. ﬂwnry of unequal an:hangt explain the growing :conomrc hmusMwm lh: narth and

" the south? The second partufth:bmhiconcmd with the mnmmscwiu inhﬂu.'
The author tries to relate the overall stagm:m in material production per capita_to the
balance of class fng.s that emg:d after independence as a result of a strategy of in-
dustrialisation based on import substitution. long-term trends in aggregate snd sectoral
outputs, the terms of trade between industry anc agriculture, real wages and unempluy- :

. ment rates, savings and |mtm¢nt private monopoly capital, etc, are anaiysed in: this

context. Further, the existing laws and regulations on private sector monopolies are alsg.

. ‘examined from the same perspective, The final essay is a critique of the recent tilt; inspired

by the IMF and the World Bank, towards It:eral:sm In indnas mwmlc pdm
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