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EDITORIAL

It is the end of another year. WISENET has been in existence for 19 months and
has over 160 financial members. Now it is time for stocktaking.

"What have we achieved? A great deal, we believe.

We have published four issues of our journal, run regular and very successful
Health Group and Education Group meetings, have participated in a number of
conferences throughout the year, and have organized joint workshops with other .
groups. We are currently under consideration for grants from the Office of the
Status of Women under their National Consultation and Assistance Frogram for
Women. Most importantly, we believe that WISENET has achieved recognition.
Concerned scientists and non-seientists alike, people in Australia and overseas, are
appreciating what we are doing and are reacting positively in. support of our
abjectives.

Our WISE NETwork is working!

For 1986 we look forward to both increasing our membership and coneolidating
our activities, The first Australian Women in Science National Conference will be
held in Melbourne; this will form a basis for increased participation by WISENET
link teams across the country.

1985 has been a year of hard work, alleviated by a lot of fun, companionship and
growth. We believe it has all been worthwhile. :

Have a Merry Christmas and a successful, happy and peaceful 1086,
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BOOK REVIEW.

Disarmament - a feminist review

Apocalypse No, edited by Rachel Sharp, Sydney:
FPluto, 1984, 264 pp.

The bool iz a collection from Sydney academics,
medicos and others, setting out yet again the
history 'of diearmament negotiations, costs of
military expansion, medical effects of nuclear war,
and so on, We've been exposed to plenty of this in
recent years — Suter, Ball, Roberts, Denborough,
Falk, Mack, Camilleri and Caldecott — so does
Apocalypse No have something new to say?

Yas; itargues the link between western affluence,
arms expenditure and Third World poverty;
discusses how our ‘macho culture reinforces the
arms race; and looks briefly at the emerging field
of peace education.

But the authors' stated aim — an in depth
analysia of the nuclear erisis to guide the burgeon-
ing peace movement — dossn’t eome off, Of
courge peacs activism must break its self-defeating
gingle issui focus; and to do this, needs a radical
social eritique. Mo comprehensive theoretical stand
is offered here however. The book's low key
Marxist emphasis does not produce "an explanation’
for the niclear crisis — an analytic framewark that

might help us to digest and integrate its assorted
contributions. The relation between peace and
ecological struggles is not perceived, nor how both
ecology and peace connect integrally with ‘the.
woman question’.

Given the international surge of womens® peace
petiviem sinee 1981, it's astonishing to find femin.
ism treated to a dismissive half page. This seema
schizophrenic, given the chapters detailing how
television, boys® toys, sports and video games all
manufacture masculine language and identity
around competititon, aggression and nationalism,
To quote: “The average Australian youngstar hag
-« .. witnessed more than 14,000 violent deaths on
TV by the time (quote) he enters-his teens. (p.
213)

Apocalypse No states that it is the purau:t of
growth in a context of scarce global resources
which leads to war: struggles between rich and
poor nations for a share of the world product. But
if, as UN Secretary General Waldheim has told us,
women, half the world’s population, get only one
tenth its income, and own leas than one per cent of
all property . . . then surely, by this same logie, the
guestion must arise — W]u.r is it not women, whe
are ma.kmg warf

BOOK REVIEW

The Abelition, by Jonathan Schell
London: Pleador, 1884, 170 pp.

If Sharp’s book comes across as an academic
quickie, Schell's The Abolition is torfuous argu-
ment, his passionate, evoeative Fate of the Earth

now matured into close reasoned strategy for

disarmament. Schell envizages ‘A nuclear-weapon-
froe but conventionally armed and muclear capable
world of sovereign states ... linked together
under an abolition agreement’ (p. 160). He main-
tains that the very capacily to build nuclear weap-
ona ig just as deterrent as their actual exiztence.
And so, stability might just as well be arrived at by

threat of ‘mutually -assured construction' (my

phrase, not his). Given that we can dismantle
araenals, but will never lose the knowledge of how
to build them, a stalemate based onin principle as
opposed to actual threat does ot least reduce the
chance of muclear annihilation by preemptive
strike or accident. At the same time, Schell

" believes, the development of an antinuclear-

rataliatory fnma would cope with non-compliant
nations.

Schell sees the peace movement paralysed,
hoth by the contradictory nature of deterrence
policy, and the belief of some sections in world
government as essential for disarmament. He
‘offers it a provocative challenge; but not one to
please radicals. Social and economic aspects of
the crisis are bypassed here, and he asserts:
‘instead of asking ourselves how, in the light of the
peril to all life, we must transform all life, we
(should) ask wha.tﬂm best way is to keep every-
thing the same’ (p. 111),

The final question also remains the anma, it
geems: What is The Abolition, if not a multilateral
treaty? And how are we to arrive at that? Is it yet
another pentleman’s agreement? History gives
little cause for faith in the morality of gentlemen

Ariel Kay Salleh
Reviewed for First Edition, ABC Radio, 28 March
' 1885



SCIENTIFIC SNAKES AND LADDERS

Each player rolls one die each turn.
Before beginning, roll a die to determine your sex:
oven,male; odd, famale. '
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